i;o                 LECTURES AND ESSAYS

The reason of this judgment is not far to seek :
it is that in both these cases the belief held by
one man was of great importance to other men.
But forasmuch as no belief held by one man,
however seemingly trivial the belief, and how-
ever obscure the believer, is ever actually in-
significant or without its effect on the fate of
mankind, we have no choice but to extend
our judgment to all cases of belief whatever.
Belief, that sacred faculty which prompts the
decisions of our will, and knits into harmonious
working all the compacted energies of our
being, is ours not for ourselves, but for humanity.
It is rightly used on truths which have been
established by long experience and waiting toil,
and which have stood in the fierce light of free
and fearless questioning. Then it helps to
bind men together, and to strengthen and direct
their common action. It is desecrated when
given to unproved and unquestioned statements,
for the solace and private pleasure of the be-
liever ; to add a tinsel splendour to the plain
straight road of our life and display a bright
mirage beyond it; or even to drown the
common sorrows of our kind by a self-decep-
tion which allows them not only to cast down,
but also to degrade us. Whoso would deserve
well of his fellows in this matter will guard the
purity of his belief with a very fanaticism of
jealous care, lest at any time it should rest on